
  

Lads, 

Get ready Gentlemen for the 

High Holy Season is upon 

us!!   

Get all your hall passes in 

order for extended duty. 

These are high priority mat-

ters that require dedication, 

commitment, perseverance 

and Map Quest to find your 

way home after our events.  

The next couple of months 

should be quite entertaining. 

Do everything you can to at-

tend! 

The Annual Luncheon will be 

held February 8th as before 

at Tom Hamõs Lighthouse. 

Get your reservations for a 

table in now.  

About a month later, the 

Black Tie Stag Dinner will be 

held at  on March 14th at the    

Marriott Hotel & Marina. 

Gather your cronies and re-

serve a table and hotel room 

ASAP.   

The Parade  will go off the 

next morning at 9 am in   

Balboa Park.. You know the 

drill. You know the dress. 

Also, if itõs not asking too 

much, a couple of you guys 

might want to get your green 

blazer dry-cleaned for the 

upcoming events. it looks 

like some of you guys are 

sleeping in them and the 

beer stains are turning into 

science projects.  As the 

General always says, òLetõs 

look sharp, men!ó  

As a FYI, you need to send in 

your annual dues of $35. We 

need the dough ASAP to pay 

the bills. Itõs not easy for the 

Board to run this massive, 

worldwide organization on a 

shoestring budget, so pay 

up! Thanks!   

Also, if youõve got potential 

candidates that can pass our 

stiff entrance exam, forward 

this newsletter and see 

about getting them to the 

upcoming events!    

On òTHE DAYó, I hope to see 

you at the sing-along at    

Jimmy OõLoveõs on 5th Ave 

from  2-7 pm for choir practice 

with the òIn Case Trioó:       

Mike Reidy, Bill & Noel Hall.  

This will be their 32nd year of 

entertaining the FSOSP! Come 

out and show your support for 

all their outstanding efforts 

through the years..  

Iõd be remiss if I did not men-

tion that the PB Parade was a 

great effort by the Friendly 

Sons. òWell done, Lads!ó And 

further, at the Blarney Stone 

Friday 1/25 we had the 24th 

Annual òSmiling Irishmanó  

Contest .Congratulations to 

FSOSP member Todd Greer  on 

his victory! 

Thanks for a great year & let 

the good times roll!       

Slan,                                      

Frank 

 

We wish to welcome all our new Friendly Sons to the fold. 

You are now part of a proud tradition that was born in 

Philadelphia in 1771 and has been present in San Diego 

since 1953. 

 

Now that youõve joined, we hope to see more of you. Please 

plan on attending the Memberõs Luncheon, Black Tie Stag 

Dinner, The Parade and THE DAY (see the òCalendar of 

Eventsó for details and contact information). 

 

Come on by and meet some more of the boys. The Board will 

be there in force and we know that 2007 FSOSP San Diego 

President, Frank Gallagher is just dyinõ to buy you a pint! 
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(O) Gallagher: OõGallchobhai. This 

name (gallchobhar: òforeign helpó) has 

at least 23 variant spellings in angli-

cized forms; several of them beginning 

with Gol instead of Gal. It is one of the 

principle septs of Donegal. 

(MacLysaght, E. òThe Surnames of Ire-

landó. 3rd ed. Irish Academic Press. 

Dublin, 1978.)       

 

County Donegal tartan (left) 

Produced as a collection of trade tar-

tans designed for ex-patõ Irish by the 

House of Edgar.  

(òTartan Generatoró. CD-ROM. Clan 

Heritage. Glasgow, 2000.) 

 

Padres Game     
ñThanks, Seamus!ò   
Been & gone..see you 
here next year! 

                                    
Day at the Races     
ñThanks, Ed!ò            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!                                                                              

                                    
The Wake                 
ñThanks, Smitty!ò            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!    

                                                                          
Gaslamp Pub Crawl  
Thanks, Tim!ò            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!     

PB Holiday Parade  
Thanks, Chip!             
Been & gone...see you 
here next year! 

                                       
Golf Tournament     
Riverwalk or ?              
TBD                             
Contact: Frank Gallagher 
csc@cts.com 

Smiling Irishman Final 
Thanks, Doc!               
Been & gone...see you 
here next year! 

                                                                                                        
Membership Luncheon 
Tom Hamôs Lighthouse                   
02/08/08 @ 11 am      
Contact: Craig Sutliff 

craigsut@cox.net  

Black Tie Stag Dinner  
Marriott Marina, Downtown 
03/14/08 @ 6 pm           
Contact: Ed Forbes 

awoled@gmail.com  

The Parade                        
Balboa Park                    
03/15/08 @ 9 am            
Contact: Chip Dykes 

hdykes@cox.net  

ñTHE DAYò                        
St. Begorraôs, 7 am (Mass) 
Downtown San Diego: 
Jimmy OôLoveôs (2-7 pm), 
Imperial House, The Field , 
Dublin Square, or ? ? ? ?                   
Contact: ñAMF-Yo-Yoò,         
ñDesignated Drivers-R-
Usò, or ñCapt. Smithôs Bail 
Bondsò 

 

 
 

 

 

 

"We live for the nights 
we'll never remember 
with the people we'll 
never forget." -        
 Anonymous  
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Send your requests for advice to                

Father Bob: bmulroon@san.rr.com 

Recently, a Son wrote me commenting 

about the ubiquitous use of profanity 

in our culture and wondered if the 

Church had any specific position on 

this matter.  

Naturally, the Church has always ex-

pected the faithful to, at the very least, 

refrain from taking the Lordõs name in 

vain. Further, the Church would rather 

we spoke with the eloquence of Keats 

than that of the modern ògangsta rap-

persó. 

Yet there is that one word the Church 

has singled out for special study be-

cause of its power to instantly change 

human discourse by its mere utter-

ance. I speak of course of the infa-

mous, òF-wordó.  

The Vatican Archives have recorded only 

nine instances in all of history where its 

use has been deemed both appropriate 

and excusable by the Holy Father. Here is 

that list for your edification:    

1) "Scattered  f#$%ing showers, my ass!!"     

 ñ Noah, 4314 BC                                       

2) "You  want me to paint WHAT on the 

f#$%ing ceiling!?"--- Michelangelo, 1566                       

3) "Where  did all these f#$%ing Indians 

come from!?" --- Custer, 1877                                             

4) "What  the f#$% do you mean, weõre 

sinking!?" --- Capt. Smith, Titanic, 1912     

5) "Where  the f#$% are we now!?"   

     --- Amelia Earhart, 1937                                                                                                                   

6) "Any  f#$%ing idiot should understand 

the math!!" --- Einstein, 1938                       

7) "What the f#$% was that!?"   

 --- Mayor of Hiroshima, 1945                 

8) òShe kept the f%#ing dress!?"    

 ---  Bill Clinton, 1998                             

9)  "Geez; I didn't think they'd get this 

f#$%ing  mad!!."                                        

 ñSaddam Hussein, 2001    

As you can see, the Church only makes 

reasonable allowances for its usage for 

extraordinary people and events. There-

fore, remember this precedence in your 

conversations and when you are 

tempted to use the òF-wordó, remember 

my sainted grandfatherõs admonition, 

and just, òShut the f#$% up!!ó    

Slan,                                                        

Father Bob, OLB                  
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Some cocked to the side. Some not 

cocked at all!   

Absent our song master for life (props to 

Frank O'Dwyer for trying his best) the 

boys were a little off tune.  

 We tried something simple to the tune, 

òAll I want for Christmas Is My Two Front 

Teethó . It had been appropriately modi-

fied to fit in with our parade ditties of the 

past.  The variation was kept clean and 

simple with the final lyrics stat-

ing,  "All I want for Christmas 

is to keep my teeth". What could 

be simpler than that?!  

Although it sounded great in 

practice, the boys were not able 

to hold it together on the long 

march. Was it the eggnog? Was 

it the irregular headgear? Was it 

senility creeping in?  

Likely it was all three!! 

The decision was made to revert 

to our old faithful parade tune, 

"Ireland was Ireland" in front of 

the reviewing stand.   

Suffice it to say that the parade offi-

cials did not appreciate the phrase 

"and all you English sons-of-bitches 

can kiss my Irish ass", at their        

family-themed Christmas parade.   

Still, we came in second!  Has anyone 

found the trophy?- Chip Dykes 

Once again the skies cleared 

for the San Diego  FSOSP as 

we marched in  another PB 

Christmas Parade. Over 30 

sharply dressed members 

gathered for pre-parade choir 

practice at  JT's Longboard in 

Pacific Beach. 

Upon arrival, I knew it was to 

be a great gathering as mem-

bers were lined up outside a 

good 20 minutes before show 

time, despite the wrath of God 

lingering in the sky above!   

As usual, we had a minor 

hitch in our get-a-long.  A suggestion was 

made that we all wear Santa hats.  

Sounds great on paper; however, since we 

have no previous regulations for the wear-

ing of said Santa hat in a parade, our uni-

formity resembled something like that of 

Washington's troops marching to Valley 

Forge.  

Some hats on. Some hats off.  Some on top 

of the GAS hat. Some below the GAS hat. 

that some say that in the late 1500õs, Margaret Joyce, a wealthy widow of Galway, was gifted the first 

Claddagh ring, dropped by a passing eagle into her lap, as recognition by Heaven for her kindness to 

the poor?  

that historians claim that in the late 1600õs, Richard Joyce of Galway, after his rescue from slavery 

under the Moorõs, returned to Ireland as a trained goldsmith and created this most recognizable of 

distinctly Irish jewelry?  

that the Claddagh is the Irish symbol of both Love and Friendship? 

that the Heart at its center symbolizes Love; both romantic and fraternal? 

that the Hands on the sides symbolizes True Friendship; both of the Heart and of the Mind?  

that the Crown on top symbolizes Loyalty; both in the marital bond and in the bond of friendship? 

that when given by a friend, it is worn on the right hand with the heartõs tip pointing out to let others know that the wearerõs 

heart is still free for the winning? 

that when given by a lover, it is worn on the right hand with the heartõs tip turned inwards to warn others that this heart is 

taken? 

that when given in marriage, it is worn on the left hand with the heartõs tip turned inwards to tell the world that both the wear-

ers heart and troth are pledged for all time to another?  

Well, now you know!   
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