
  

Dear Fellow Friendly Sons, 

I hope everyone is fully    

recovered from the recent 

St. Patrickõs Day festivities.  

Everything from the Dinner 

to the Parade to the very day 

at Jimmy Loveõs was a huge 

success and a great time for 

everyone. Thanks to all of 

you for making it a year to 

remember. 

 Itõs a real honor to address 

you as I take the mantel 

from now-Past President 

Frank Gallagher.  Frank did 

an outstanding job herding 

the feral cats that comprise 

this organization in 2007-08 

and was last seen fleeing 

the Parade, screaming, 

òYouõre on you own!ó   

So letõs talk about whatõs in 

store for the coming year.  

With any luck, we wonõt 

screw up what has tradi-

tionally been a fun and not 

overly ambitious agenda.  

Letõs face it, guys, if two or 

more of us show up any-

where, armed with plenty 

of liquid sustenance, itõs a 

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 

event in my book.  

 But to prove that this is 

not a completely rudder-

less ship, weõre planning to 

kick off the year with our 

Golf Tournament in May.  

This yearõs tourney will 

have a new twist.  Itõs half 

the golf at half the price in 

half the time! A nine-hole 

affair at Sail Ho that will 

get us to the cocktail party 

early. Weõre looking for a 

strong turnout, so keep an 

eye out for the final date 

and details. This will be 

followed by the usual 

string of events throughout 

the year, and before you 

know it, itõll be time for the 

Annual Dinner and Parade in 

March of õ09. 

Thanks to a lot of effort by 

many of you, membership in 

our group rose to nearly 300 

last year. We hope to keep 

this trend moving, replenish-

ing our ranks with new blood 

and good guys. This means 

there will be new faces at all 

of our events. So letõs       

remember that this is the 

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick 

and make these lads feel at 

home from day-one. 

I look forward to a great year 

with all you Friendly Sons and 

will look for you at our next 

gathering. 

Slainté,                                     

Gary Meads                        

President 2008-09 

We wish to welcome all our new Friendly Sons 

to the fold. You are now part of a proud 

tradition that was born in Philadelphia in 1771 

and has been present in San Diego since 1953. 

 

Now that youõve joined, we hope to see more of 

you. Please plan on attending the òHalf-Fast 

Golf Tournamentó (watch the òCalendar of 

Eventsó for details and contacts). 

 

Come on by and meet some more of the boys. 

The Board will be there in force and we know 

that 2008 FSOSP San Diego President,        

Gary Meads is just dyinõ to buy you a pint! 
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THE GREAT DAY  

Welcome to our newest 

Friendly Sons:                 

Frank E. "Ned" Gallagher 

Brian Gallagher 

David Gallagher 

Paul Gallagher 

Robert Patrick Clark  

Richard Slowey  

Gregory P. Daniels  

Michael O'Connor Reid         

Joe Madden                        

John J. Martin, M.D.          

Gregory P. Daniels 

Ben Wood  

Bryan Wood  

Rey Calhoon  

Shawn Bennett  

Tyler Trowbridge               

Michael Spinazzola 

Kevin McQuillen  

Ron Voigt  

Joe Potocki  

Shawn Bennett 

Shepard Casey 

Michael Deery 

Joe Madden                   

Bill Lawlor 

Pat Lawlor 

Robert Wilcox 

Mike McMahon 

Don McVay 

 

And Welcome Back to: 

Greg Crawford                 

Peter Gallagher  

Mike Aguirre  

Matt Shillingburg  

John Dennis  

Brian Stock  
John P. Clark 
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The Irish have a persuasive logic of their own that can wither those engaged in a 

battle-of-wits who are not seasoned in the art of argument. By example, recently 

the United Way realized it had never received a donation from one of the Irish communityõs most successful Friendly Sons. So 

the United Way sent a volunteer to the Sonõs lavish offices. The volunteer opened the meeting by saying, òOur research shows 

that even though your income is well over two million dollars a year, you donõt give a penny to charity. Surely with such means, 

wouldnõt you like to give something back to your community through the United Way?                                                                                                                                                  

The Son sizes up his opponent and says, òFirst of all, did your research show that my mother is dying after a long, painful ill-

ness and has huge medical bills that are far beyond her ability to pay?ó Embarrassed, the volunteer mumbles, òUhéno, I didnõt 

know that.ó                                                                                                                                                                                               

òSecondly,ó says the Son, òmy brother, a disabled Veteran, is blind and confined to a wheelchair and is unable to support his 

wife and six children.óThe stricken United Way man began to stammer an apology, but  was cut off again.                                             

òThirdly, did your research also show that my sisterõs husband died in a dreadful car accident, leaving her penniless with a 

mortgage and three children, one of whom is disabled?óThe poor humiliated United Way man was completely beaten by then 

and said, òIõm so sorry, I had no idea.ó                                                                                                                                                

And then the Son looked the beaten man in the eye and said, òSoé. If I didnõt give any money to them, what the hell makes 

you think Iõd give any to you?ó The volunteer left the encounter speechless.                                                                                                              

Game, set, match; thereõs just no arguing with Irish logic!                                                                                                                                                            

Father Bob, OLB                                                                      

(O) Dwyer OõDubhain (dubh and odhar, 

gen. uidhir duncoloured) Of Kilnaman-

agh, a leading sept in mid-Tipperary. A 

great name in resistance to English 

domination. Map Tipperary. 

MacLysaght, E. òThe Surnames of Ire-

landó.  3rd ed. Irish Academic Press. 

Dublin, 1978. 

Ed. Dubh translates to òblackó or 

òdarkó. 

County Tipperary tartan 

Produced for MacNaughtonós of 

Pitlochry as a collection of trade tar-

tans, designed for ex-pat Irish by the 

House of Edgar. 

òTartan Generatoró. CD-ROM. Clan Heri-

tage. Glasgow, 2000. 

 

Padres Game     
ñThanks, Seamus!ò   
Been & gone..see you 
here next year! 

                                    
Day at the Races     
ñThanks, Ed!ò            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!                                                                              

                                    
The Wake                 
ñThanks, Smitty!ò            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!    

                                                                          
Gaslamp Pub Crawl  
Thanks, Tim!ò            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!     

PB Holiday Parade    
ñThanks, Chip!ò         
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!                                                            

                                     
Golf Tournament         
Sail Ho                        
TBD in May ô08                          
Contact: Gary Meads 
gmeads@meadsdurket.com 

 

Smiling Irishman Final    
ñThanks, Doc!ñ            
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!                                                            

                                        
Membership Luncheon 
ñThanks, Craig!ñ            
Been & gone..see you 

Black Tie Stag Dinner 
ñThanks, Ed!ñ              
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!                                                            

                                     
The Parade             
ñThanks, Chip!ò              
Been & gone..see you 
here next year!                                                                           

                                      
ñTHE DAYò                       
ñThanks, Margie, for help-
ing us all keep in step with 
your tireless efforts to   
organize our events!ñ 

NOTE: Any Calendar 
changes will appear in the 
newsletter and in an email 
if time is a factor. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"We live for the nights we'll 
never remember with the 
people we'll never forget." -        
 Anonymous  

VOL.2                                                        EMANON                                                           NO.2 

 

Send your requests for advice to Father Bob: bmulroon@san.rr.com 

mailto:mailto:gmeads@meadsdurket.com
mailto:mailto:bmulroon@san.rr.com?subject=Emanon%20Link
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that although the ancient Celts were ruled by Kings and the sword, they also had a complex system 

of laws? 

that this Brehon Law was administered within their society by the brehons (attorneys)? 

that these brehons memorized the societyõs laws? 

that these brehons traveled from town to town, hearing cases, settling disputes, dispensing punish-

ment and instructing the Celts on the precepts of their Law? 

that  the precepts of the Law were fair and sensible and were applied to all castes within the tribes? 

that a key principle was that of restitution; e.g., if a man unjustly injured another man, he was responsible to care for him and 

his until the injured man recovered?  

that women had the same rights as men and could own property, businesses and seek divorce? 

that murdering a woman would have your hands and feet severed before your hanging, and that 21 cows would have to be 

paid to the victimõs family (a huge fine in those days)? 

that animals were protected and prosecuted by this Law as well?  

that while it was unlawful to cruelly beat an animal, it was also possible for an animal to be tried and executed by hanging if it 

killed a human? 

that in 1366, the English Parliament banned Brehon Law along with other facets of Irish life?  

that the brehons wrote down the Brehon Law to preserve it and that these long hidden manuscripts are now on display at     

Trinity College in Dublin? 

Well, now you know! 
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Jim "Gunner" Carroll, a longtime member of the FSOSP, passed away from can-

cer on  December. 30, 2007.  He could always be seen in the parade wearing 

his green blazer and marching with pride.   

Marching came easy to this Marine veteran who served on Iwo Jima in WWII 

where he received the Bronze Star for valor in combat.  After the war, he went 

to college and became a teacher  in the San Diego School District until his    

retirement in 1981.  

But at heart, he was always a Marine. He interrupted his teaching career 

and volunteered to go back on active-duty during the VietNam War where he 

was wounded in the Battle of Hue City.  He spent 34 years in the Marines,    

active and reserve, retiring as a Chief Warrant Officer 4, thus earning him the 

title of "Gunner".  

In retirement he was active in the Toys-for-Tots Program and the Devil Pup Pro-

gram.  He served as a docent at the museum at MCRD and taught young re-

cruits the values of the Corps.  

Most of all Jim was a good friend. He gave sage advice and never turned down 

a cry for help. He never asked anything for himself but gave always to others. 

He was classic example of an Irishman who served his country well, who cared for others, and was always a loyal friend.  

He will be sorely missed by all who knew him. Remember Jim "Gunner" Carroll on every St. Patrick's Day as his spirit will surely 

be marching on with us. òRest in Peaceó, old friend. -Mike Neil  

òGunneró James. C. Carroll CWO4,  USMCR    
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And despite all the accolades and 

awards, was there ever a sweeter mo-

ment in Dinner history than when 93 

year old Ned sang òDanny Boyó for us ?

Was there a dry eye in the house  after 

that slice of Heaven?  

USMC 1st Sgt Mark OõLoughlin thanked 

all the FSOSP who contributed and pre-

sented òCertificates of Commendationó 

to Doc LaMar for being the driving force 

behind òOperation Caregiveró and  to 

Dennis Strawhun for his help with the 

project. Certificates were also given to 

Wow, what a night!  

The 56th Annual Dinner will be an 

event to remember. Three bars were 

set up outside the Marina Ball Room 

to work off the memberõs powerful 

thirst created by struggling to tie 

their bow-ties.  How about the fabu-

lous "In Case Trioó? I canõt imagine a 

Friendly Sons Dinner without them. 

Thank you Mike Reidy,  Bill Hall and 

Noel Hall. Of course there was the òIn 

Case Choiró (thatõs you guys) that 

helped set the tone for this magnifi-

cent evening as well.  

U. S. Marine Corps Band San Diego 

played òMess Calló and then enter-

tained us to kick off the banquet in 

style. What a grand performance! 

The MCRD Color Guard, adapted, 

overcame and improvised to present 

the Colors down the rather narrow 

center aisle. Our òIrish Tenor-for-Lifeó 

Patrick Midgley-Biggs,  was out-

standing with his selections of Irish 

favorites. 

Congratulations to our award win-

ners. Michael McCarthy, òIrishman of 

the Yearó and Frank òNedó Gallagher,  

recipient of the òBlackthorn Awardó.  

FSOSP members Craig Sutliff and       

Ed Forbes for òlogistics and re-supplyó 

at the Marine 3/1 Weapons Company 

homecoming event last November. 

Doc LaMar introduced the ò2008 

Smilinõ Irishmanó, Todd Greer to the 

assembled throng. A record-setting 

check from the Friendly Sons for 

$5060.00 was presented to the Irish 

Congress the following morning at the 

Parade Breakfast. Fantastic! 

This Dinner would not have been a 

success with out all of you members 

and guests who attended. A very big  

òThank You!ó to President Bush (aka, 

Bob Mulrooney) for speaking to us. 

Wasnõt that hilarious? Thanks to Fr. 

Mark Campbell for your Invocation 

and the dispensation; it was appreci-

ated by all. Also, a special òThank 

You!ó to those who called me the day 

of the event offering to do any of the 

last minute grunt work. To Hank Kelly, 

Slainté! for the shots of poteen to set-

tle my nerves. And clearly, no event of 

this size would happen without the 

weeks of effort by our Executive Assis-

tant Margie Forbes and the volunteer 

Wenches, Toby, Erin, Sherri, Kelli, Elsa, 

Melinda and Kim. òThank You!ó ladies 

for all you do for the Friendly Sons.  

See you all next year!- Ed Forbes    

VOL.2                                                        EMANON                                                           NO.2 

Well lads, I have to say that the 2008 Membership Luncheon was a 

great success! There was the whimsical commentary and uplifting 

benediction of Monsignor Tom Prendergast to start us off, followed by the eloquent presentation on "The Essence of a Marine,ó 

by Colonel Patrick òPaddyó Gough and, most pointedly, the telling of the inspirational life story of our beloved Gunnerõs Mate 

Senior Chief , Ed Forbes, Sr. to both lighten and inspire our gathering. A pure trifecta! 

We had a great turnout and many new members and guests were exposed to the great fun and camaraderie that this          

esteemed Irish menõs group offers. On this point, I would like to thank all the members for their attention and courtesy during 

the new member and guest introductions. The sound system at Tom Hams leaves much to be desired, but I think it is more 

your fear of a òcorrection-in-demeanoró by 1st Sgt. Mark OõLoughlin, than your faithful obedience to my request to pay atten-

tion during the introductions that inspired your cooperation. But, as they say, òA win is a win!ó  

We raised a good amount of money from the raffle ticket and shirt sales. And as Treasurer, it will definitely help with my mort-

gage payment; I mean, it will help us provide better events for you in the future.  For their assistance with the Luncheon, I want 

give my thanks to Margie, Toby, Erin, Sherrie and Elsa, and The Marine Corps Color Guard.  Additional thanks to Friendly Sons        

Ed Forbes. Bob Mulrooney, Patrick Midgley-Biggs, Frank OõDwyer, Dan Cullen, Chip Dykes, Mark OõLoughlin and òDocó LaMar. 

Additional kudos to all our vendors and contributors: Ron Stuart Menõs Clothing, The Irish Shop and Liberty Tobacco.   

I hope we will continue our upswing in membership this year and I encourage everyone to attend as many FSOSP events as 

possible. Want to recruit new members? Bring your friends! The Board will be working hard to make these events as much fun 

as possible for you and your guests, mainly by increasing quantity and selection of beer.  

I look forward to our new President, Gary Meads, drawing in new members by unleashing his unmatched marketing genius 

with such slogans as òGot Irish,ó òJust Drink It, ò and òThis Keg is for you.ó Give ôem Hell, Gary! 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next event! - Craig Sutliff 

  Ned Gallagher crooning òDanny Boyó 
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The In Case Trio entertained at the     

recent Friendly Sons dinner for the 30th 

consecutive year:  Mike Reidy (CEO of 

Nexus Properties, owner of the late Reidy 

OõNeilõs, then the finest Irish bar in San 

Diego, a Navy diver and Vietnam swift-

boat veteran); Noel Hall (a retired 

teacher who just completed an unde-

feated season as head football coach of 

the Torrey Pines High School ôs freshman 

football squad); and his brother Bill Hall 

(an administrator with the Chula Vista 

Elementary School District).  The pre-

dinner sing-a-long of Irish favorites was a 

big hit, boosted by Frank OõDwyerõs solo 

of òGlocca Morra òand the ever-popular 

Military Medley by Bob Harrison (Navy), 

Leo Sullivan (Army), and Mike Neil 

(Marines).  The evening was marred 

only by PP Bob Mulrooneyõs rendition of 

that countrywestern favorite, òI Ainõt 

Never Gone to Bed with an Ugly Woman 

but I Woke Up Next to a Few.ó 

The òIn Case Trioó also entertained on   

St. Patrickõs Day.  This was their 32nd 

year and fourth downtown location ð 

òMcDiniõsó, òThe Golden Lionó,ó Reidy 

OõNeilõsó and òJimmy Loveõsó ð moving 

on as each establishment closes;     

although there is no proven connection 

to their music. 

Mike, Noel and Bill have played the 

Sunday morning folk mass ð Mike on 

the piano, Noel guitar and Bill guitar 

and banjo ð since the early 1970s, 

first at Our Lady of Refuge (when still 

known as the Madonna Center), then 

at St. Catherine Laboure, until their 

close friend Father Bill Cudahy retired 

five years ago. 

The In Case Trio have recorded many 

Irish and Christmas tunes, the most 

celebrated being Bill Hallõs moving 

rendition of òDanny Boy.ó  Noel re-

corded the hit òPoõ Poõ Freddyó, which 

he still regularly performs even 

though never asked. 

The òIn Case Trioó are all long-time 

members of the Friendly Sons of St. 

Patrick.  Mike is a past president and 

an òIrishman of the Yearó.  All three 

are also active with the American  

Ireland Fund, and support the òHogar 

Infantil La Gloriaó orphanage in      

Tijuana, managed by the Augustinian 

Fathers of St. Augustine High School. 

ð Leo Sullivan 

Editorõs Note: òThe In Case Trioó have 

agreed to record  their songbook of 

traditional Irish songs for the FSOSP 

to reproduce and distribute to our 

members. Pat Midgley-Biggs and 

Frank OõDwyer will be adding their 

talents as well. We hope to have this 

CD, along with a pocket-sized book of 

lyrics, available soon for both our new 

and old members to  enjoy.  

� T́he In Case Trioó:  Bill Hall (banjo), Mike Reidy (piano) & Noel Hall (guitar)  

 Another bright shiny day in Balboa Park!  The Friendly Sons turned out in force again.  I truly believe had we kept it simple we 

might have earned a trophy. We didn't, and we didn't!  Although the lyrics to our song of the year were quite hilarious and   ap-

propriate given current events, our claim to fame is not our singing. We exist largely due to visual entertainment. The people 

see our nice green jackets, sharp black walking sticks and uniquely Irish GAS hats and love us. We open our mouths every now 

and then and give them a pleasant little ditty, which they know a few of the words to, and now they feel part of the team. We 

had them laughing for sure! Writing down 10's for our performance? Not so much!   

A definite bright spot was the young lady with a tray full (and spare bottle) of Jameson's heading to the finish line.   

Once again the beer crew was on time and target with libations of all sorts.  They need to be promoted! 

Gents, please take the next 350 plus days to practice for next year. We will wrestle that trophy out of the hands of the Pt Loma 

Yacht Club (are you freakin' kiddin' me?) - Chip                                                                                                                                                                          

If youõd like to watch a video of our marching go to:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1VuOzi9bl0 


