
  

Dear Friendly Sons,                                                                                                                                                    

I hope you are all in good health and have been doing your strength and stretching exercises critical 

to optimum performance during the upcoming High Holidays. As the seasoned veterans know, itõs 

important not to peak too early. Pace yourselves so youõll be firing on all cylinders by the time our 

annual Parade hits town.                                                                                                                                 

Recently, I was happy to have been invited to join the Friendly Sons of North County at their January 

luncheon meeting. Apparently, I was originally scheduled to attend in December but got crosswise 

with the communication and didnõt show up. Chip Dykes was there and did his best impression of 

me. When I did finally show up a few weeks ago, Iõm not sure it was any better than Chipõs rendition, 

but I was very glad to be there to meet some new Sons and briefly address their group. Thereõs a 

good spirit of collaboration and camaraderie here and itõs something we should continue to foster.                                                                                              

The 2008-09 year has been an active one for the San Diego Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. All of our 

events have been sellouts or near capacity; which is the way it should be. But they donõt just hap-

pen. It takes a lot of work by members of your Board and others (Margie Forbes and her army of volunteers) to pull it off. Iõd 

like to single out a few guys for their hard work this past year: Chip Dykes for the P.B. Holiday Parade; Tim Adler for the Pub 

Crawl; Michael òDocó LaMar for his work leading up to the Luncheon; Craig Sutliff who chairs the Annual Dinner; James Ryan 

for the Smilinõ Irishman Contest; Mark Wheelan for the Wake; Trevor Wessman-Lavelle for the Day at the Races.                                                                                                                             

Finally, I want you all to get out a calendar and write this down: the Annual Luncheon is on Friday, February 13th at Tom Hamõs 

Lighthouse; the Black Tie Dinner is on Friday, March 13th at the Marriott; the Parade is the next day, Saturday, March 14th; and 

The Very Day is Tuesday, March 17th at Jimmy OõLoveõs. These are the main event, lads, and full-dress attendance is expected 

from one and all. Keep training and Iõll look forward to seeing you at the Luncheon.                                                                           

Ð Slainte,                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Gary Meads 

We wish to welcome all our new Friendly Sons to the fold. You are now 

part of a proud tradition that was born in Philadelphia in 1771 and has 

been present in San Diego since 1953. 

Now that youõve joined, we hope to see more of you. Please plan on 

attending the Memberõs Luncheon in February and the Black-tie Dinner, 

Parade & Jimmy OõLoveõs  sing-along in March (see the òCalendar of 

Eventsó for details and contacts). 

Come on by and meet some more of the boys. The Board will be there in 

force and we know that 2008 FSOSP San Diego President, Gary Meads is 

just dyinõ to buy you a pint! 
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Gentlemen,                                                                                                                                                                                    

Due to popular demand from a large group of Friendly Sons (about 3), I am releasing early     

a number of the chapter titles in my upcoming golf guide, òBogeys for Bozosó:                                                                                                                  

Chapter 3.   How to avoid the water when you lie 8 in a bunker.                                                                                                    

Chapter 5.   When itõs OK to give the Marshall the finger.                                                                                                                       

Chapter 8.   Using your shadow on the greens to maximize earnings.                                                                                        

Chapter 11. Using profanity to control ball flight.                                                                                                                     

Chapter 13. When to let a foursome play through your twosome.                                          

Chapter 16. When to re-grip your ball retriever.                                                                                                                     

Chapter 19. Why male golfers will pay $5.00 for a beer from the cart girl and give her a $3.00 tip, but will bitch at $4.50 at the 

        19 th hole and stiff the bartender.                                                                                                                                           

Chapter 26. Stress reduction through long distance club tossing.                                                                                                    

Advance copies of this òmust haveó read are available for only $19.95 via certified funds payable to òFather Bobó at Our Lady 

of Begora. All proceeds go to the RPGA (òRetired Priest Golfers Associationó), which supplies lessons, GAS caps, sunglasses 

and sunblock to retired parish priests to aid in the transition to life outside the darkness of the confessional.                                                                                                                  

          Slan,                                                                                       

   Father Bob 

Smith, Smyth: When not the name of 

an English Settler family, Smith is usu-

ally a synonym of MacGowan, nearly 

always so in Co. Cavan.                      

MacGowan: Mac an Ghabhann, Mac 

Gabhann. In Co Cavan, the homeland 

of this sept, the name has been widely 

changed by translation to Smith 

(though Smithson would be a truer 

translation); but in outlying areas of 

Breffny, MacGowan is retained.                                
Ʒ MacLysaght, E. òThe Surnames of Irelandó. 3rd 

ed. Irish Academic Press. Dublin, 1978. 

Smith Tartan: This is Gow Hunting tar-

tan with the dark blue stripe changed to 

azure. Gow is the Gaelic form of Smith 

meaning metal worker or armourer. 

There is an alternative Smith sett de-

signed for Smith of Pennylands, the 

founder of the Boys Brigade. 

Ʒ  òTartan Generatoró. CD-ROM. Clan Heritage. 

Glasgow, 2000. 

                                       

Padres Game                    

òThanks, Seamus!ó   Been 

& gone..see you here next 

year!              

                                                    

Day at the Races    

òThanks, Trevor!ó            

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!  

                                                                           

The Wake                 

òThanks, Mark!ó            

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!    

                                                                          

Gaslamp Pub Crawl  

òThanks, Tim!ó                           

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!     

PB Holiday Parade   

òThanks, Chip!ó                         

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                     

                                                   

Half-Fast Golf Tourney    

òThanks Gary!ó                  

Been & gone...see you here 

next year!              

                                            

Smiling Irishman Contest 

òThanks, James!ó             

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!               

                                             

Membership Luncheon  

Tom Hamõs Lighthouse 

02/13/09 @ 11 am           

Contact: Doc                     

mglamarmd@gmail.com 

Smith tartan 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"We live for the nights we'll 
never remember with the 
people we'll never forget." -        
 Anonymous  
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Black Tie Stag Dinner                  

Marriott Marina Downtown                               

03/13/09 @ 6 pm               

Contact: Craig Sutliff                   

craigsut@cox.net 

The Parade                             

Balboa Park                      

03/14/09 @ 9 am               

Contact: Mike Neil            

mneil@neil-dymott.com                                                                              

òTHE DAYó                           

Downtown San Diego: Jimmy 

OõLoveõs at 2 pm; or Imperial 

House, Dublin Square, The 

Field or ???????           

3/17/09 @ 7am (for Mass) 

Contact: AMF-Yo-Yoó Desig-

nated Driver or òCapt. Smithõs 

Bail Bondsó 

mailto:mglamarmd@gmail.com?subject=Luncheon%20Question
mailto:craigsut@cox.net?subject=Black%20Tie%20Dinner%20Question
mailto:mneil@neil-dymott.com?subject=Parade%20Day%20Question
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that òsmithó in English derives from the Anglo-Saxon term òsmitanó?                                                                      

that òsmitanó means to strike or smite?                                                                                                              

that becoming a smith required the acquisition of great skills?                                                                                      

that many areas were as keen to keep a good smith in a town as a good doctor?                                                  

that many smiths rose to positions of wealth and respect in their towns due to their critical skills?    that 

compound words were created to define the profession of the òsmithó by the material he worked?                                                                                                                                                                  

that many blacksmiths (iron), brownsmiths (copper), whitesmiths (tin) and shoesmiths (farrier) adopted the surname òSmithó?      

that Smith is the most common surname in the British Isles?                                                                                                                                   

that the Gaelic of Smith is òGowó?                                                                                                                                                                    

that sons took the name of their father with the prefix to denote òson ofó?                                                                                                              

that òMacGowanó translates to òson of the smithó or in more modern English, òSmithsonó?                                                                                          

that many Irish in Co. Cavan anglicized their Irish surname MacGowan to Smith under the English occupation?                                               

Well, now you know! 
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The Friendly Sons  with the PB natives at the Longboard.  

The PB Christmas Parade was an overwhelming success   

despite the lackluster performance of two rookie squad lead-

ers. The number of FSOSP that attended far exceeded any in 

the past with a great number of new members getting in step 

for the first time!  Itõs a great way to prepare for the big boys 

parade. With many obstacles to overcome to include a broken 

Parade Master and missing Song Master we held our own 

walking downhill for a mile! The major question is, "Did we 

win?". I don't know. I have been unable to find anyone that is 

associated with the parade who can tell me exactly who won 

what. Therefore I will go and buy us a trophy and say we did!  

Great job boys!  Special thanks to Kelli Strawhun for filling in 

for Margie in the prep area. ð Chip 

Ladsñ the Parade this year is on Saturday, March 14th . We meet at 

the Marston Loop (NOT the Fruit Loop) no later than 09:00  (thatõs 9 

am for you Air Force guys).                                                                             

This will be a great prep for all of you for the true Holy Day on Tues-

day. You can prime your voices (and livers), continue through Sunday 

and Monday, and be in fine form for the 17th! Get your GAS hats and 

Blackthorn marching sticks ready (visit the òIrish Import Shopó in Old 

Town or òOõIrelandó in Carlsbad) and get your green blazers ready 

(Ron Stuart's downtown has a supply).                                                                                                     

Show up with the above items wearing a white shirt paired with a 

green or Irish-theme tie, and dark slacks and shoes to complete the 

uniform of the day. Always impressive to the Judges and feminine 

multitudes! The guys at òThe Caliphó love it too; just stay close to 

squad leader Bob Sexton at the break so you donõt go MIA in there!!                                                                                                          

You can purchase sticks, hats and blazers at the luncheon on Febru-

ary 13th. Also, let me know at the luncheon if you have a good gim-

mick for the parade. Practice your singing and be ready to impress! -                         

       The General 

Brigadier General Michael I. Neil, USMC -R Retired                                  

Parade Dress; Tropical Variant                                                               

Mechanized Division (YAT -YAS)  


