
  

Here ye here ye, Friendly Sons, 

As I reflect upon 2010 and look 

ahead in 2011  Iõm sure youõll 

all agree that itõs harder this 

year to find things to be grateful 

for given the state of our econ-

omy.  However as a Friendly 

Son, and an eternal optimist 

(right) I have been fortunate in 

that Iõve come across a few 

things that we, as chosen sons 

of Ireland, can be thankful for. 

Here are but a few: 

Thankful for the multi-colored 

kilts that Doc & Dennis continue 

to wear at our functions.                        

Let us not forget the new con-

verts to òthe wearinõ of the kiltsó 

in Forbes (Ed) and Mulrooney-

much to the chagrin of our be-

loved General.                                         

Thankful for the voice of the 

Sons; not Frankie Laine but our 

own Frankie OõDwyer.  After all 

they both lived and live in                  

Pt. Loma so something has to be 

going on there.  (The water?) 

Thankful that Ace Parking has 

taken it upon themselves to          

escort us all out of the Generalõs 

law firm after our board meet-

ings,( and we get to pay them for 

this privilege).                                           

Thankful that Smitty has begun 

showing up for all of our events, (I 

think he smells the coronation 

next March?).   

 Thankful that the Harrison Bros.,

( Devil Bros.?), continue to inun-

date us all with all things NY and 

Navy.                                                        

Thankful for the ass whooping 

that the Aztecs put on Navy at the 

Poinsettia Bowl,( Sorry Hondo)! 

Thankful to Brady Hoke for resur-

recting a moribund Aztecs foot-

ball program.  

Thankful still that he left to go to 

Michigan which allowed us to get 

Rocky Long who has a better re-

cord than does Hoke.  By the way 

Brady, if it was only and always 

about Michigan why did you inter-

view with Minnesota?  Bye Bye.                                                 

Thankful  some of the new mem-

bers at large have contributed 

mightily to our events this year.  

Thankful that Leo has not 

changed the By Laws yet this 

week.                                           

Thankful that the Generalõs con-

ference room is perpetually 

stocked with diet beer and Tul-

lamore Dew.                                            

Thankful our secretary orches-

trates our meetings and makes it 

seem as though we really do 

something .                                               

Thankful for the health of both 

Jack Kelly and OõConnell.  

Thankful for the In Case Trio.  

Thankful the PB Christmas Pa-

rade is back on.                                                      

Thankful for Wheelanõs Christmas 

parties.                                                      

Thankful  the Chargers beat 

someone and that Buddy Black 

won the Manager of the year.   

Thankful that Col. Jim Burke is 

slumming it over in Kailua, Ha-

waii.  Road Trip!                                    

Thankful  Daõ Bears are going to 

the Super Bowl after they crush 

the Packers!  

Thankful to all be a part of the 

greatest organization in the uni-

verse: The Friendly Sons of St. 

Patrick! 

Happy New Year to all! 

Tim 
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Dear Friendly Sons,                                                               

 I got this tip from a parishioner at Our Lady 

of Begora. Now, older women often receive warnings about protecting themselves at the mall, in 

dark parking lots, etc., but this is the first warning I have seen for older men. I wanted to pass it 

on in case you haven't heard about it:                                   

 óA 'heads up' for those older men who may be regular customers at Lowe's, any Home 

Depot, Costco, or even Wal-Mart. This one caught me totally by surprise. Over the last month I 

became a victim of a clever scam while out shopping. Simply going out to get supplies has turned 

out to be quite traumatic. Don't be naive enough to think it couldn't happen to you or your friends.                   

 Here's how the scam works: Two nice-looking, college-aged girls will come over to your car as you are packing your 

purchases into your vehicle. They both start wiping your windshield with a rag and Windex, with their breasts almost falling out 

of their skimpy T-shirts. (It's impossible not to look). When you thank them and offer them a tip, they say 'No', but instead ask 

for a ride to McDonald's. You agree and they climb into your car. On the way they start undressing. Then one of them starts 

crawling all over you, while the other one steals your wallet. I had my wallet stolen Oct. 4th, 9th, 10th, 15th (twice), 17th, 20th, 

24th, & 29th. Also on Nov. 1st & 4th, 8th (twice), 16th, 23rd, & 26th and very likely again this upcoming weekend. What a hor-

rible way to take advantage of us older men. Please warn your older friends to be vigilant. Notes: The best times to be alert are 

just before lunch and around 4:30 in the afternoon. Wal-Mart has wallets on sale for $2.99 each. I found even cheaper ones 

on sale for $.99 at the Dollar Store. ò          

 Stay vigilant out there Friendly Sons. The sale on wallets wonõt last forever!     

                                    Slan,                                      

                                                                Father Bob, OLB                                                                      

Black Tie Stag Dinner                                   

Friday, 03/11/11 @6pm                                    

Location: Hilton SD Bayfront                              

Contact:: James Ryan  

jryan@gordonrees.com                       

The SPD Parade                                 

Saturday, 03/12/11@ 9 am                               

Balboa Park                           

Contact: Mike Neil   

mneil@neil-dymott.com 

                                                          

òTHE DAYó                                  

Thursday 3/17/11, 2pm               

Downtown San Diego                      

ICT at The Tilted Kilt 

Contact: òAMF-Yo-Yoó                       

                                                            
NOTE: Any Calendar changes 
will appear in the newsletter. We 
will have a happy hour in months 
where there is no formal event 
scheduled. Location TBA via  
email spam. 

 
 

                

                    
"We live for the nights we'll 
never remember with the 
people we'll never forget." -        
 Anonymous  
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 (O) Quin(n): The most numerous surname 

in Tyrone and very numerous in all the 

provinces, it is that of four distinct sept é 

properly Quinn is Irish is OõCuinn , from the 

personal name Conn; but in Ulster it is of-

ten OõCoinne. More correctly anglicized 

Quinney. Antrim, Clare, Longford, Tyrone.   
© MacLysaght, E. òThe Surnames of Irelandó. 3rd ed. 

Irish Academic Press. Dublin, 1978. 

Left: ôQuinnõ tartan; Created for a wedding of 

Elaine Mackay and Edward Quinn employ-

ees of Anta Scotland.  

© Tartan Generator. CD-ROM. Clan Heritage. Glasgow, 

2000 . ñ  Doc 

Padres Game                                                                  

òThanks Seamus!ó            

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!       

                                                                          

Half-Fast Golf Tournament 

òThanks, Nolan!ó            

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                                                                                

                                                           

Day at the Races                      

òThanks, Chris!ó             

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                                                                              

                                                     

The Wake                              

Thanks, Trevor!ó             

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                                                                                                                                                                                      

Gaslamp Pub Crawl                               

òThanks, Chris & Chip!ó             

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                                                                             

                                                                                          

PB Holiday Parade                       
Thanks, Chip!ó             

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                  

Smilinõ Irishman Contest  

Thanks, Trevor!ó             

Been & gone..see you here 

next year!                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                  

Memberõs Luncheon          

Fri., Feb.11, 2011, 11 am            

Tom Hamõs Lighthouse          

Contact: Mark Wheelan 

mwheelan@earthlink.net 

                  

mailto:jryan@gordonrees.com?subject=Dinner
mailto:mneil@neil-dymott.com?subject=Parade
mailto:mwheelan@earthlink.net?subject=Member's%20Luncheon
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Å  that religion in the English Civil War of the 1640s was, in the words of Oliver Cromwell, ònot the thing at 

first contested for, but God brought it to that issue at last. . .ó ? 

Å that Cromwellõs butchery in Ireland was preceded by his rise to power in England as the head of the 

Army and the attempt to abolish the English monarchy (resulting in the beheading of Charles I on 

January 30th, 1649)? 

Å  that Cromwell became Dictator of England by the end of 1648? 

Å that Cromwell, in òdispersingó the Army, led the larger part of it to a war of retribution òin the name of the Lord Jehovah 

against the idolatrous and bloodstained Papists of Irelandó? 

Å  that Drogheda, Co. Louth, about 30 miles north of Dublin, was assaulted by Cromwellõs army of 10,000 and defended by a 

garrison of 3,000 Irish Royalists and English volunteers? 

Å  that the 3-day slaughter at Drogheda was òa massacre so all-effacing as to startle even the opinion of those fierce times,ó 

which included an estimated 2,000 men put to the sword in one night? 

Å that during the firing of St. Peterõs Church, Cromwell stated òthat this is a righteous judgment of God upon these barbarous 

wretches, who have imbrued their hands in so much innocent bloodó? 

Å that Cromwellõs forces repeated the atrocity a few weeks later upon storming Wexford to the south? 

Å  that following the restoration of the English monarchy (and subsequent executions of anti-Royalists) 3 years later the bodies 

of Cromwell and 2 others, originally buried in solemn state, were pulled from their coffins in Westminster Abbey with the 

approval of public opinion and dragged through the streets to Tyburn, near Oxford St., and hanged upon the notorious 3-

cornered gibbet for 24 hours, their heads spiked in various places (Cromwellõs hung on Westminster Hall for several years) 

and their bodies ultimately thrown into a pit?  

Å that over 300 years following these depredations the òkeenest expression of hatredó in the Ould Sod has been òthe curse of 

Cromwell on youó? 

Å that Winston Churchill said that òCromwell in Ireland, disposing of overwhelming strength and using it with merciless wicked-

ness, debased the standards of human conduct and. . .darkened the journey of mankindó? 

Well, now you know!   ðRick Morgan  
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 When they resurrected the Pacific Beach Christmas Parade 

and challenged the Friendly Sons to return, they underestimated our 

will to win!   

 They thought they had built this parade into the one that 

could stop us!  They were wrong!  We showed up 45 strong and con-

quered this parade once again!   

 The 13-year old dancing girls had no chance as we were 

sharp out of the gate (pub) and kept our stride through the finish.  

The judges were so overwhelmed and shocked by our presence that 

they mysteriously misplaced our trophy.  Again! 

 And as with the 25 or so other trophies we have won in the 

St Patrickõs Day Parade but have never received, the search contin-

ues!         

 Great job gents! - Chip 

 

 

Parade Prep for our Band of Brothers at the Longboard  

Gents,                       

Please take the time to visit our new and improved website: www.fsosp.com  . The 

website continues to be a work in progress. If you have a suggestion, please send it 

to me and if it make sense, I will add the page. You will notice one page entitled, òIrish Community Infoó and one page entitled, 

òLinksó.  These pages were created specifically for use by our members to advertise events and organizations that support the 

Irish community of San Diego.   The òIrish Community Infoó page will be used to post upcoming events that are not run by the 

FSOSP.  The òLinksó page will contain permanent links to organizations and events that continually support the Irish Commu-

nity of San Diego, or are directly supported by our members.   The next page I will be adding to the site is a Business Links 

page.  If you would like your business added to this page please email me: hdykes@cox.net    

     Chip Dykes        

     Past President, Friendly Sons of St Patrick of San Diego   

http://www.fsosp.com
mailto:hdykes@cox.net?subject=Website%20Request
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Gentlemen! 

  

 PLEASE mark your calendars 

for The ôAnnual Membership Lunch-

eonõ at Tom Hamõs Lighthouse  on  

Friday, February 11t at 11:00 (2150 

Harbor Island Drive, San Diego 92101, 

on Harbor Island; MapQuest link:  Map 

To the Party ) .  This is for members in 

good-standing and their guests and it 

is a males only event.  

 Please tell the ladies theyõll 

get their chance to hang with the cool-

est guys in town soon enough......just 

not on the 11th. Check in is at 11:00 

AM with a social until 12:30 at our 

reasonably priced adult beverage cash 

bar.  

 The ostensibly easy on the 

eyes ôTilted Kilt Girlsõ will be there for 

support, ready to be chatted up, doing 

the voodoo that they do. Thereõll be 

live entertainment by tour own Noel 

and Bill Hall and Mike Reidy  (aka, the 

ôIn Case Trioõ), with Irish music from 

ôDJ D-Strongõ when appropriate.  We 

will have gifted singers for the National 

             

See you there. Call or EMAIL for any 

questions. At your service: Event Chair-

man Mark Wheelan, (858) 361-4998 

or mwheelan@eathlink.net . 

      Our Executive Assistant, Ms Forbes, 

asks us to remind all members that 

your annual dues of $35 are due by 

the Luncheon. You must be a member 

in good-standing (dues paid) for you or 

your guests to be seated. You can mail 

your dues now or pay at the Luncheon. 

If you want to pay at the Luncheon, 

please have one check for both your 

dues and for the Luncheon fee. All 

checks are made payable to the 

FSOSP. Thanks for your fraternal coop-

eration to help keep us solvent. ñ Doc 

Anthems of Ireland and America, in the 

presence of the Marine Corp Colour 

Guard.  

 We then partake of a fabulous 

meal followed by a GREAT guest of 

honour speaker. I donõt want to ruin it, 

but his initials might be BHO. After 

lunch, there will be more memorable 

camaraderie on the harborside patio 

with some more songs, cigars and 

laughs. Itõs as good a time as you can 

have with your clothes on for $45 (in 

advance) or $50 at the door. There are 

discounts for prepaying for tables of 9 

or 11. The invite should already be in 

your snail mail, so get up off the couch, 

call a few friends and get your check 

in. 

 You will also have the opportu-

nity to purchase something from the 

dizzying array of Friendly Sons SWAG;  

From ôThe Irish Import Shopõ  thereõs 

GAS hats, blackthorn walking sticks, 

lapel pins and more. The official 

òjacketeeró of the FS, ôRon Stuartõs 

Men Clothingõ,  will be on hand so  you         

can pick up your green blazer or a 

spare if your #1 is lost in the Batcave. 

Need a FSOSP challenge coin, blazer 

patch, polo shirt, tie, etc.? 

Well then contact the                        

òSlut from Sligoó  

Ed can take your order and have it for 

you at the Luncheon.  Itõll save you the 

cost of postage and Ed a trip to the 

Carlsbad PO.  

Contact the Slut at: 

awoled@gmail.com  

Tom Hams Lighthouse  

The Tilted Kilt Girls  

USMC MCRD Colour Guard  

Ed òThe Slut from Sligoó Forbes 

http://mapq.st/flvYo7)
http://mapq.st/flvYo7)
mailto:mwheelan@eathlink.net
mailto:awoled@gmail.com?subject=FS%20Gear
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Friendly Sons of St. Patrick  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON  

Friday, February 11, 2011  

TOM HAMS LIGHTHOUSE  

HARBOR ISLAND   

11:00 A.M. CHECK-IN & SOCIAL  

12:30 LUNCH & PROGRAM  

$45.00 PER PERSON - IN ADVANCE  $50.00 AT THE DOOR  

Bring a friend or prospective member! There will be a General Membership Meeting prior to the GUEST SPEAKER; sing 

along with the In Case Trio after dessert! Tables for groups of nine or eleven are discounted when paid for with one check. 

This event is for gentlemen only.                                                       

Bring $$$ For òshoppingó with Ron Stuart Menõs Clothing (green jacket) and The Irish Import Shop. 

FSOSP logo wear and raffle tickets for sale from the Tilted Kilt Girls!  

Deadline for reservations is Monday, February 7th  

Questions? Contact Luncheon Chairman, Mark Wheelan at 858-361-4998 or fsmembership@yahoo.com  

Seating is limited, reservations required. No refunds for cancellations made after February 8th  

2011 DUES OF $35.00 ARE NOW DUE - PLEASE INCLUDE THEM ON YOUR CHECK.  

MEMBERSHIP DUES MUST BE CURRENT TO ATTEND THIS EVENT                                                                                  

Detach and mail ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                     

2011 MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON R.S.V.P.  

Member Name___________________________ Phone #____________________  

Email address ________________________________  

_______ TABLE FOR NINE @ $395.00  

Guests: _________________________   ______________________________  

______________________________   ______________________________  

______________________________   ______________________________  

______________________________   ______________________________  

_______ TABLE FOR ELEVEN @ $475.00                                                                                                                              

Guests: _________________________   ______________________________  

_______________________________   ______________________________  

_______________________________   ______________________________  

_______________________________   ______________________________  

_______________________________   ______________________________  

Luncheon Amount Enclosed $_______ + $35 Dues = Total Enclosed $ ____________  

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick ï 5663 Balboa Ave. #150, San Diego, CA 92111  

 

mailto:fsmembership@yahoo.com?subject=Luncheon
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  The SPD Parade date, 

March 12 , 2011, is 

fast approaching.  Now 

is the time to get in 

shape, but don't peak 

too early.  We will again 

gather on the eastern 

side of the Marston 

Loop at 09:00 in             

Balboa Park where am-

ple provisions of that 

certain main food group 

will be available.  Wear 

your Green blazer, 

white shirt, tie with green in it, your GAS cap and bring your 

Blackthorn marching stick.  You must have your dues paid up 

to march with us;  we don't want any cheap skates in the 

ranks!  Get your blazer from Ron Stuart's Men's Clothing, (225 

A St. Downtown; ph. : 619-232-8850) and GAS cap and Black-

thorn at OõIreland in Carlsbad or the Irish Import Shop in Old 

Town. Mention you are an FSOSP member to obtain your dis-

count. Remember, just like our other ômembers onlyõ func-

tions: no dues, no marchee.  -  Doc 

SPD Parade Prep 2010  

      The place to go on St. Patrick's Day  was, as per tradi-

tion, Jimmy O'Love's downtown. However, this year                                  

Mike Reidy and the In Case Trio will be performing starting 

at 2PM, at the TILTED KILT (10th & K, next to Petco Park) 

instead. Theyõll be the usual song books available. Wear 

your GREEN blazer, FS polo, GAS cap and be prepared to 

sing your favorite Irish songs and join in several rounds of 

the FSOSP anthem, "Ireland Was Ireland".  - Doc 

The ICT at Jimmy OõLoveõs 2009 

 The High Holy Season is upon us once again!  Which means that it is time for the spectacular ò59th Annual Friendly 

Sons of St Patrick Black Tie Stag Dinneró on March 11th, 2011 at 6 pm.  And lads, this year we are in for a treat.   

 The dinner is being held at the Hilton San Diego Bayfront, which sits on the edge of beautiful San Diego Bay.  òFusing 

a dynamic waterfront location, sun and sea-inspired design and casually sophisticated vibe, this hotel offers an immersion into 

the essence of the city's unique coastal culture and lifestyle.ó  (Yes, I borrowed that from the hotels website, and no, I am not 

really sure what it means.)  I do know, though, that the hotel is really nice and our reception area has an outdoor  terrace over-

looking the Big Bay. Can you say, òCigars!ó? 

 We have a great evening planned.  There will be plenty of Irish whiskey and Irish beer and reasonable prices (at least 

as far as hotels prices go).  We have asked the In Case Trio to play their special brand of music for us during the cocktail hour, 

so make sure you are there early to join us for a pint and a song.  Marine Band San Diego & Color Guard have been invited to 

open the Dinner.  And of course, the fare will be one of the finest Irish meals you will ever have.  Interspersed throughout the 

Dinner will be the typical stellar line-up of speakers, entertainment and music. 

 We have negotiated a special rate of $189 on hotel rooms (which is almost a $100 off of the regular price - that 

should enable you to have a few extra bucks to buy some beers for your buddies).  You can book your room on-line with this 

link: BOOK ME A ROOM  (click on link)  The special Group/Convention Code is FSSP.  The number of rooms at the special rate 

of $189 is limited, so make your reservation today.  In fact, the special promotional rate ends on February 11, 2011, the day 

of our Luncheon.  So, if you plan on staying at the hotel, donõt delay; act NOW!  (We are trying to get this deadline extended, 

but to date we have not succeeded, so donõt plan on any last minute miracles.) 

 To ensure a successful Dinner we are asking every Friendly Son to ask just one good man to attend this Dinner with 

him.  Letõs fill the room!  

 As an incentive to sign up early, everyone who mails in a check for the Dinner that is post-marked by 2/28/11 will be 

entered into a raffle for one free dinner.  Thatôs right, just for being punctual, you can have dinner on us.  The cost is $100 in 

advance (or $110 at the door).  Tables of ten must be paid for in advance with a single check for $975.  Make checks payable 

to: FSOSP. 

 Remember, you must be a member in good standing (read òdues paidó) to attend and guests may attend only in the 

company of a member in good standing.  E-mail me if you have questions: jryanjd@cox.com ð James 

http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/SANCCHH-Hilton-San-Diego-Bayfront-California/index.do;jsessionid=0308BDDCADF87548477CD4005E633501.etc31?brand_id=HI&brand_directory=/en/hi/&xch=811233105,FPS3BBR1I2G0UCSGBJBM22Q.
mailto:jryanjd@cox.com?subject=FS%20Dinner
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Part Three 

by  

Peter Glenane* 

 We left part two of Our Irish 

History with the signing of the Treaty of 

Limerick in October 1691.  As a result 

of King William of Orange being victori-

ous, Ireland became even more subju-

gated to English rule.  The next Irish 

rebellion was in 1798, a few short 

years after our own American War of 

Independence.  This insurrection be-

came known as the òUnited Irish Re-

bellionó namely because it was led by 

a coalition of Catholics and Protes-

tants.  This was proof that the main 

thrust was for a United Ireland regard-

less of religious persuasion.  Two of 

the most prominent leaders were 

Wolfe Tone and Robert Emmet.   

 As Robert Emmet stood in the 

dock to be sentenced to death for his 

part in the rising, he was asked what 

he thought should be inscribed on his 

epitaph.  His response was, òWhen 

Ireland takes her place among the na-

tions of the world, then and not until 

then, shall my epitaph be written.ó  

According to his desires he was buried 

in Dublin in an unmarked grave after 

being hanged, drawn and quartered.  

This was the final time that England 

used this barbaric method of death.  

There is no doubt in my mind that had 

the American Revolution failed, lead-

ers such as Washington, Jefferson, 

Adams, Madison and others would 

have suffered the same fate.  

 

      Theobold Wolfe Tone was a 

young lawyer in Dublin who gave up his 

practice to become more fully involved 

in getting Ireland the freedom she so 

richly deserved.  He was a Protestant 

and a founder of the Society of United 

Irishmen.  This organization was in the 

beginning a Protestant group which 

fought for Roman Catholic Emancipa-

tion.  Wolfe Tone himself had no time 

at all for the clergy and clearly wanted 

an Ireland free of any religious creed 

(separation of church and state).  Dur-

ing the course of a French-assisted 

invasion which took place near Lough 

Swilly, they encountered an English 

squadron.  Because he refused a prior 

offer giving him the opportunity to es-

cape to France, he was captured.  He 

was sentenced to be hanged but 

rather than let the English courts put 

him to death he cut his own throat with 

a penknife and died several days later. 

     The United Irish Rebellion, though 

badly beaten by the overwhelming Eng-

lish forces, gave the people hope.  Irish 

people began to realize that a united 

Ireland where Protestants and Catho-

lics could live side-by-side as Irish Na-

tionalists was a distinct possibility. 

(* Prof. Glenane is a Prof Emeritus of 

the Ancient & Royal Academy of                    

Blarney and Haberdashery - Cork)  

 The Parting  Glass 

   Patrick and Michael are having a 

pint. Pat says to Michael, òI think the 

wife is dead.ó                                                        

   Incredulously, Michael inquires. 

òWhat do you men you think sheõs 

dead?              

   Patrick answers, òItõs just so; Iõm not 

really sure.ó                                    

   Bewildered, Michael asks, òWhat 

perplexes you so that you canõt you 

make up your mind if your wife is dead 

or alive?ó 

   Sheepishly Patrick answers, òWell , 

you see, sex is the same. But the 

dishes keep piling up in the sink.ó - Doc 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.celestialfenian.com/emmetsmalljava.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.celestialfenian.com/Protestant%2520Republicans.htm&usg=__eGB7blscIN7LvSOvrIR1uH2wIRg=&h=168&w=144&sz=7&hl=en&start=8&sig2=5UrSi6pUMiZuZ6racZrYIQ&zo
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.communistpartyofireland.ie/1798/tone.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.communistpartyofireland.ie/1798/tone.html&usg=__-ycmZrwZueRekGiXe1iyv97FpLY=&h=216&w=180&sz=40&hl=en&start=3&sig2=5XTP568yikZTe4gx71we2w&zoom=1&u
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 Friday night, January 21st, 

mightõve been a night like any other in 

Little Italy.  Plenty of òtrattoriasó lining 

the streets with romantic, candle-lit 

dinners, wine bars serving to would-be 

sommeliers and cafes on every corner 

with scents of freshly ground espresso 

wafting from their doors.  But when the 

Irish storm the joint as we did this 

night itõs any manõs guess what can 

happen but you can be assured itõs 

gonna be a good time!  

  

 In record numbers Friendly 

Sons, SD Firefighters Emerald Society 

members, SD Law Enforcement Emer-

ald Society members, friends and fam-

ily descended upon the Firehouse Mu-

seum on Columbia St. to witness a 

battle of epic proportions as champi-

ons from each group stepped forward 

to vie for the title of 2011 Smilinõ Irish-

man!  Mark Dobbins representing the 

FS, Tim Hill representing the SDFFES 

and Brian Stock of the SDLEES all gal-

lantly accepted the challenge to bring 

the honor home for their respective 

clans.      

 Amidst the ambience of the 

old firehouse, the aromatic smoke bil-

lowing from the Tacos Unicos barbe-

cue and the never ending flow of spir-

its from the McCarterõs òtravelling 

barsó, the contestants matched wit 

and wisdom against each other in at-

tempt to win the hearts and òChicagoó 

cash votes from the crowd.  After a 

round of jokes that required the man-

datory òEarmuffsó audible to protect 

the ears (and souls) of some of the 

younger guests and a heart-felt rendi-

tion of Denis Learyõs òA**holeó from 

Brian Stock, it was clear that the final 

draw was going to be between the 

Friendly Sons and Firefighters.   

 Mark Dobbins rallied the 

Friendly Sons troops on hand with an 

heroic round of òIreland was Irelandó 

against Tim Hillõs energetic òWild 

Roveró, but Mark weakened in the last               

                            

round of toasts as the firefighters ral-

lied around Tim.   

 The cash votes continued to 

stream in through it all.  It was neck 

and neck to the end but, alas, Mark 

and the somewhat lean corps of sup-

porting Friendly Sons could not stand 

against the formidable presence of the 

firefighters.  With the roll of the drum it 

was announced that the title would go 

to SDFFES representative Tim Hill for 

the coveted title of Smilinõ Irishman!  

 Good times were had by all 

and the message was made clear that 

this event, while a friendly bout for the 

Smilinõ Irishman crown and bragging 

rights for the year, is ALL about raising 

money for the parade.  Final numbers 

are still being crunched but, needless 

to say, this event will stand again as 

the single largest fundraising event for 

the annual SPD Parade and Festival.  It 

is all due to the support of those on 

hand and we are extremely grateful!  

Extra special thanks go out to the Fire-

house Museum for hosting, Ed, Margie 

and their organized crew for their as-

sistance with setup, handling the door 

and voting, Dan McCarthy for providing 

the òquestionableó  sound system, Pat, 

Scott and their McCarterõs crew for 

serving up the sauce all night long, the 

Rose Ritchie Academy Irish dancers 

who provided and inspiring perform-

ance, and to all of our sponsors who 

contributed to the raffle drawings.  

 Friendly Sons, weõre develop-

ing a pattern here.  With this yearõs 

loss to the firefighters weõre 1-2 over 

the past 3 years.  We wouldnõt exactly 

call that a winning record, so we ex-

pect nothing less than victory next 

year.  Find an old Mason jar, shake out 

the couch for that spare change and 

start saving NOW so we can bring the 

title home in 2012!  - Chris McCain & 

   Trevor Wessman-Lavelle 
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Like Humpty -Dumpty, òToo few green jackets 

and too few Benjamin's failed to bring                      

the title back home againéó 

The firemen showed in force and                             

came armed as wellé                                                                    

(I wonder what Freud would say about the                    

ax in this photo?)  

Congratulations are bestowed upon the                 

2011 Smilinõ Irishman, Mr. Tim Hill.                     

(Usually when there is this much heat thereõs 

at least a wee bit oõ smokeé ) 


